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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please add or amend the claims lo read as follows: 
1-47. Canceled. 

48. (Currently Amended) A method for eliciting in a host an antibody that specifically 
binds to a second inner core of lipopoly saccharide o f r e cognis e s Neisseria 
meningitidis immimotypcs LI, L3, L7, L8 5 L9, L10 ? LI I, and LI 2, comprising 
administering to said host an immunogenic composition, said immunogenic 
composition comprising [[an]] a first inner core of a Neisseria lipopolysaccharide 
(LPS) and is substantially free from outer core lipopolysaccharide . wherein a 
phosphocthanolamine moiety is linked to position 3 of a Hepll moiety of said 
first inner core of said N e isseria LPS , wherein said antibody binds to l[an]] u 
seco nd inn e r cor e LPS of Neisseria meningit idi s immunotvp e ij LI. L3. L7," L8t 
i^r- LK), LI 1, and LI 2; and is capable of conferring passive protection against a 
galH mutant ofan L3 immunotype Neisseria meningitidis strain. 

49. (Cancelled) 
50-54. (Cancelled) 

55. (Currently Amended) A method of immunizing a host against Neisseria 
meningitidis immunotypes LI, L3, L7, L8, L9, L10, LM, and L12, comprising 
administering to said host an immunogenic composition^ said immunogenic 
composition comprising l|an|l a lirst inner core of a Neisseria lipopolysaccharide 
(LPS) and is substantially f r ee from outer core lipopolysaccharide, wherein a 
phosphoethanolamine moiety is linked to position 3 of a Hcpll moiety of said 
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first inner core frf- said Neisseria LPS , whereby an antibody is elicited that binds 
to [[an]] a second inner core LPS of Neisseria meningitidis immunotypes LI, L3, 
L7, L8, L9, L10, Lll, and L12; and is capable of conferring passive protection 
against a galE mutant of an L3 immunotypc Neisseria meningitidis strain. 

56. (Cancelled) 

57-61. (Canceled) 

62. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 48, wherein said second inner core 
LPS of said Neisseria meningitidis immunotypes LI, - L3, L7, L8, L9, L10, LU, 
and L12 is accessible to said antibody in a presence of an outer core LPS of said 
Neisseria me nin gitidis immunotypes LI, L3. L7. L8. L9. L10. LI 1, and L 12 . 

63. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 48, wherein said second inner core 
LPS of snid Ncisseria -me ningitidis immunotypes LI, L3, L7, L 8 > L9, L10, LI 1, 
and LI 2 is accessible to said antibody in a presence of a bacterial capsule of a 
Neisseria meningitidis strain . 

64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 48, wherein naid immunogeni c 
composition comprises said first inner core of a Neisseria L PS is conjugated to a 
protein or peptide. 

65. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 48, wherein said first inner core ot-a 
Neisseria LPS is an inner core of a Neisseria meningitidis LPS. 
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66. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 55, wherein said second inner core 
i^y-o^-said Neisseria meningitidis immunotypor, LI, L3, L7, L 8 , L9, LIO, IA\, 
and LI 2 is accessible to said antibody in a presence of an outer core LPS of said 
Neisseria meningitidis immunolvpes LI. L3. L7. L8, L9< L10, 1,1 1. and L12 . 

67. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 55, wherein said second inner core 
LPS of saicl - Neisseria meningitidis immunoty pe s LI, L3, L7, L9, L10, L11, 
and L12 is accessible to said antibody in a presence of a bacterial capsule of a 
Neisseria meningitidis strain . 

68. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 55, wherein said im munog e nic 
composition compr is es said first inner core ef-a Neisseria LPS is conjugated to a 
protein or peptide. 

69. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 55, wherein said first inner core e£-€t 
Neis seria LPS is an inner core of a Neisseria meningitidis LPS. 

70. (Currently Amended) A method for eliciting in a host an antibody that recognizes 
a majority of naturally occurring strains of Neisseria meningitidis, comprising 
administering to said host an immunogenic composition, said immunogenic 
composition comprising [[an|| a first inner core of a Neisseria lipopoly saccharide 
(LPS) and is substantially free from outer core lipopolysaccharide. wherein a 
phosphoethanolamine moiety is linked to position 3 of a HepII moiety of said 
first inner core of-s aid Neisseria LP S, wherein said antibody binds to a 
second inner core LPS of a majority of naturally occurring strains of Neisseria 
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meningitidis; and is capable of conferring passive protection against a galE 
mutant of an L3 immunotypc Neisseria meningitidis strain. 

7L (Cancelled) 

72. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 70, wherein said second inner core 
LPS of oaid majority of naturally occurring utrains of Neisseria meningitid is is 
accessible to said antibody in a presence of an outer core LPS of said Neisseria 
meningitidis immunotvpes LI, L3. L7. L8. L9. L10. LI L and LI 2 .. 

73. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 70, wherein said second inner core 



accessible to said antibody in a presence of a bacterial capsule of a Neisseria 
meningitidis stra in.. 

74, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 70, wherein said immunogenic 



protein or peptide. 

75. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 70, wherein said first inner core of a 
Neisseria LPS is an inner core of a Neisseria meningitidis LPS. 

76. (Currently Amended) A method of immunizing a host against a majority of 
naturally occurring strains of Neisseria meningitidis, comprising administering to 
said host an immunogenic composition, said immunogenic composition 
comprising [[an]] a first iuner coie of a Neisseria lipopolysaccharide (LPS) and is 
substantially free from outer core lipop olys accharide , wherein a 




t atumlly occurring strains of Neisseria meningitid is is 




arises said first inner core of a Neisseria LPS is conjugated to a 
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phosphoethanolaminc moiety is linked to position 3 of a IlepII moiety of said 
first inner core of said Neisseria LPS, whereby an antibody is elicited that binds 
to [[anil a second inner core LPS of a majority ol* naturally occurring strains of 
Neisseria meningitidis; and is capable of conferring passive protection against a 
galE mutant of an L3 immunotype Neisseria meningitidis strain. 

77. (Cancelled) 

78. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 76, wherein said second inner core 
LPS of said majority of -natur-a Hy occurring strains of Neisseria meningitid is is 
accessible to said antibody in a presence of an outer core LPS of said Neisseria 
meningitidis immunotypes LL L3, L7. L8. L9. L10^ LI L and LI 2 . 

79. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 76, wherein said second inner core 
LPS of said majority of naturally occurring strains of Neisseria meningitidis is 
accessible to said antibody in a presence of a bacterial capsule of a Neisseria 
meningitidis strain ., 

80. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 76, wherein said immunogen ic 
composition comprises said first inner core of a Neisseria LPS is conjugated to a 
protein or peptide. 

81. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 76, wherein said first inner core of a 
Neisseria LPS is an inner core of a Neisseria meningitidis LPS, 
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